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Dear Mr. Hawkins:

Subject: Brush Wellman Topaz Beryllium Mine
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We received your letters dated July 1, and July 23, 1996, regarding your additional proposed pits and
your waste rock dumps at the Topaz mine site. The mine is considered an existing facility under R317-6-

6.1.14 on the basis the site, in its present scope, is administered under a mine

Gas and Mining (DOGM), that predates the ground water rules.

plan by the Division of Oil

However, it needs to be noted that the mine is not currently considered as permitted by rule under any
of the categories listed in R317-6-6.2. Nor has a decision been rendered that these facilities don’t cr]uallfy

as facilities regulated under R317-6. Before this could happen, additional information is needed

or our

review of the facility. Therefore, as committed in your letter of July 23, 1996, Brush Wellman will submit
a plan within 120 days of receipt of this letter for providing us with a description of the ore mineralogy
and for testing procedures of the exposed ore and waste dumps for leachates that might percolate into the
ground water. The submitted plan should include a brief description of the mechanical processes of ore
mining and extraction, and how you plan to stockpile and create waste dumps. The leaching tests and
mineralogic analysis should be made for all minerals that have an acid generating ability and for those
minerals that contain metals listed in the ground water quality standards, and for the presence of

radiological elements.

Given the above, no approval is needed from this agency in order for you to proceed as you have planned.

If you have any questions, please call Mack Croft or Lyle Stott at (801)538-6146.

Sincerely,

Permits, Compliance & Monitoring Branch
FCP:MGC:wfm

cec: Don McMillan, Brush Wellman Inc.
JBR Consultants
Roger Foisey, DE
DOGM
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